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path. To such, neutrality was impossible; they greatly hated
or greatly loved him.
Among the East End social workers in whose breast
Barnardo provoked feelings of hatred was one who, signing
himself "A Protestant Dissenter", published in the summer
of 1875 a ruthless attack on Barnardo and his work. Cruelty,
hypocrisy, chicanery and general knavery were all included
in his charge; and though the attack stated much, it
insinuated more. Barnardo, as reflected in this picture, was
a wolf in sheep's clothing.
Stung to the quick by this indictment, Barnardo was
unable to hold his peace. The volcanic element in his nature
assumed control, and discretion he cast to the winds. Con-
sulting with certain excitable supporters, he quickly col-
lected what information he could regarding the authorship
of this libel. Then, neglecting the counsel of cooler advisers
that he do nothing to stir further strife, but rather wait
patiently till the onslaught had spent itself, Barnardo, on
terms of mutual secrecy, passed over this information to a
friend of even warmer temperament than himself, on the
understanding that he have complete liberty in formulating
a reply.
This reply took the form of two anonymous letters, both
signed "A Clerical Junius"; I and neither was a model of
self-control. The first,3 however, in spite of much petulance,
observed some measure of good sense. Personalities were
not dragged in, and counterblasts of gossip were not hurled
at Barnardo's foes. But the purpose of the letter was not
achieved; far from silencing the attack it augmented strife.
So "Clerical Junius" hit out again. On September 25th,
a fortnight after the publication of his first letter, there
appeared in The Tower Hamlets Independent his second letter;
and, as by this time the temperature had risen substantially,
1 This name was taken from the famous eighteenth-century anonymous letters
of 1768-1770, signed "Junius", and attacking the Grafton Ministry.
* Published on September nth, 1875, 'm Tkt East London Observer.